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(kl. 7.10 eftm.) fra broen indtraf eksplosio-
nen.  Alle lys (elektriske) slukkedes. Han
lop eieblikkelig paa dek og fandt mandska-
bet if@rd med at laare b.bords livhaat. St.-
hords baat var senderslaaet.

18t maskinist Johan Gundersen Brekke,
2den maskinist Peter Ingvald Kvernberg, fyi-
hater Waldemar Andersen (dansk) savnedes
og foreren underspkte maskinisternes luga-
rer og ropte ned i maskinen men uten resul-
tat. B.B. Baaten blev derefter utsat og end-
skjondt flere lys saaes og blaa lys blev av-
braendt forsvandt lysene efterhvert og ved
cq. 1'/y tiden nmste morgen landede man ved
Flamborough Head. hvor man blev modtat av
vagten paa fyret og styrmand og donkey-
mand sendt til hospital i Bridlington da de
begge var forbrendt, Naste dag sendtes re-
sten til Hull. Samme aften fik lereren he-
sked fra Aliens Officer at skibet var indbragt
til Middlesbro, og avreiste dit. Ca, 20
kvdratfot paa st.bords side mellem maskin og
fyrderken fandtes indskadt, Skaden skal ut-
hedres og farteiet atter igjen smttes i fart.
De savnede maskinister fandtes dede 1 ma-
skinmnmmtt og fyrbeteren paa fyrderken.

Opliest og vedtat.

Som lste vidue fremstod Johannes An-
dreassen, 25 aar gammel og hjemmehorende
i Tvedestrand, 2den styrmand ombord D/S
»Mattie.

Efterat vare foreholdt edens betydning
forklarte han at han hadde vagt paa broen
om aften den 22de Septbr. da eksplosionen
indttaf. Ved 7.10 tiden Gr. tid saa vidnet
en lysstripe i vandet paa st.bord side kom-
mende ret paa -skibet og oieblikkelig dei-
eftar indtraf eksplosionen. Styrbords livbaat
knust og b.bords livhaat satfes ut, og heri
gik hele mandskahet med undtagelse av 1ste
og 2den maskinisten samt en fyrbeter der
saviedes, Da farteiet hvert sichlik ventedes
at skulle synkes forlotes det straks og for-
svandt i merket. Lys sanes men man bley
ikke optat og der voddes ind til Flamborough
Head hvor der landes ved '.2 tiden om mor-
wenen.

Vidnet har ingen tvil om at skibet ram-
medes av en Torpedo. Fartoiet blev senere
indbragt til Middlesborough hvor det nn re-
parerer. Likeéne av Maskinisterne og fyrhe-
ter Atidersen fandtes i maskinrummet. De

var alle drapte ved eksplogionen.  Torpe-
doen traf ret agtenfor hfen og giorde et
stort hul i siden paa stbovds side der gik
under vandlinjen. Skibet havde ingen na-
tionsmierker paa siderne.

Opliest og wedtat, hvorefter vidnet ind-
traf.

Som 2det vidne fremstod Albin Roden.
200 qar gammel og hjemmehorende i Sunds-
vall, letmatrozs ombord i ~Mattic.  Efterat
vaere foreholdt. edens betyduning forklarede
han, at han var paa utkik paa, bakken om
aften den 22de sept.  Der var merkt og di-
sigt,  Straks efter 8 glas saa viduet en lys-
stripe 1 vandet om st.hord . side kommende
imot skibet og eieblikkelig indtraf cksplo-
sionen der kastet vidnet over spillet. Vidnet
wik til stbhord livbaat, der fundies boyte, og
gik =aa i b.bords livhaat isammen med restan
av. mandskabet. Lys sanes omkring og blaa-
lys avbrendtes fra livbaaten, men der blev
ingen notis tat. Vi fortsatte at ro og lan-
dede paa Flamborough Head. arteiet vens
fedes hvert sieblik at synke da det forlotes.
Kaptemen gik op igjen fra hanten for af soke
efter de 3 savnede man de kunde ikke findes.

Oplaost og vedtat.

Vidnerne av hvilken ingen havde paa-
hert de andres forklaring blev derefter ad-
faestet.  Bisidderne hadde ved det passerio
og protokollerte intet at bemmrke. Forrel-
ningen avsluttedes. '

8, (), Salvesen. Theodor (. Nielsen.

Lars 8. Jensen.
Farer 88 »Carlottas, Tilsynsman.

D/ -Jobn Knudsen (M. P.R. D) av Hangesinds

Regton br. 1601, last: kal, odelagt 22de sép-
tembier 1T paa reise fra Carvaiff £l Oran.  Ome
Eommet: | mand,

In aceordance with previons arrange-
ment, 1 Maritime Declaration was made at
the Royal Norwegian Consulate at Gibraltar
a4t 10 a.m. on the 25th day of September 1917,
the oeeasion heing that on the 22nd of the
same month. during the prosecution of hex
voyvage from Cardiff to Oran with a cargo of
conts dnd patent fuel, the steamship »John
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Knudsene was without warning torpedoed
and sunk. one member of the crew heing
drowned.

The proceedings were conducted by Ac-
ting Consul George A. Prescott, Chevalier of
the Roval Swedish Order of Gustavus Yasa,
Knight of the Cross of the Royal Norwegian
Order of Saint Olaf. assisted by Captein Au-
gust Kahr, Oertificated Master Mariner of
Stockholm. as Expert and Interpreter.

There appeaved:

John Hansen Vedo who solemnly and
sincerely deéelared as follows:

I om o native of Kopervik. wheve I was
bort on the 16th day of November 1884, 1
bave heen to sea sinee 1900 and hold a eerti-
ficate of ¢ompetency as Master Mariner.
which certificate was issued to me ut Hauge-
annd by the Shipping Master for the district
of Bergen on January 30th 1915. 1 have
heen Master of the S/ »John Knudsen« since
25th May 1917, previous to whieh I was
Chief Mate on board from January 8th 1917,

The vessel under my command left Car-
diff on September Tth 1917 at about 1 a.m.,
with a corgo of coal and patent fuel. her
course being that prescribed for me by the
British Naval Authorities, and which i follo-
wed to the best of my ability, T put into
Milford Haven at 11 a.n. on the sane day
and there 1 received instruetions bte aawait
a convoy. At 11 a.au. on the 9th instant we
weirghed anchor and proceeded with the con-
voy. o aceordance with previous instrueti-
ong. on the 11th Septembeér at 8 pan. we
left the convoy and continwed our voyage
according to the given route.

On Wednesday the 19th September at
11 pan, we anchored in the Bay of Gibraltar
awaiting further sailing istruetions, which
were eventually received. and at 10 p.n. on
the 20th we proceeded on omr veyage with
new sailing directions, steering the given
route along the Spanish eoast. At 8 pam. on
the 21st ipstant we passed Cape De (Gata
Light on our Port side about 1 mile off, our
conrse then being S.E.'LS,

It is necessary here to state that from
the time of leaving Cardiff and throughout
the voyage, the ship was in every respect
well equivped and provisioned aud well man-

ned with a crew of 18 hands all told. She
was undoubtedly in a fit and seaworthy con-
dition for the due performance of her said
intended voyage. the lifehoats being effi-
ciently equipped and swung out over the da-
vits for readiness in case of emergency.

Nothing of partieular importance oceur-
red nutil 3.15 2. m on the 22nd September,
when the First Mate was on watch and I was
sleeping in my bed. The weather was fine
and the sea calm with a light Easterly wind
prevailing, and the vessel was proceeding full
speed aliead oun the aformentioned prescribed
course, when 1 was awakened by hearing and
[eeling a sudden vielent explosion. I im-
mediately jumped out of bed, put on my life
jacket, and ran out on to the bridge. 1 could
nowever see absolutely nothing except that
the ship was still well afloat, though I eould
bear a rush of water somewhere about the
forepart of the ship. 1 at ouce ran into the
Chart room for my jacket and the sailing di-
reetions, the Jatter of swhich 1 immeddiately
destroyed. I ran then to the Starboarvd life-
hoat. The Chiel Officer had stopped the en-
gines as soon as the explosion took place, and
the Crew had rum for the lifeboats whic had
previously heen swung out and were ready
i be lowered. T took charge of the Star-
board lifeboat with three occupants besides
myself. Az the starboard crew was not coni-
plete, 1 hailed the ship in order to ascertain
whether any of the starborad hands had been
left on board, but T received no reply, and
we therefore cut the painter and thoved off.
When duoring darkness we met the port life-
boat, we found therein the remainder of the
starboard lifeboat crew with the exeeption of
Apprentice Fridthjof Lien, who had watch
below and was in his bunk under the fore-
castle when the explosion took place. The
Starboard boat took in four hands from the
Port boat., as these men really belonged to
the starboard crew, As we now knew that
one man was missing, 1 at once ordered botly
lifeboats to pull back to the ship, which was
by now rapidly sinking by the bows, hut not-
withstanding our endeavours in searching for
the missing man. we eould not find him. The
life-saving rafts and wreckage floating about
were earefully examined. but no traece of him
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was to be seen. We could therefore only
presume that he went down with the ship,

At this point the Master hands in the
seaman’s Patent and Certificate from the
Bergen Training Ship together with a state-
ment concerning the wages due to him by
the 8/S »John Knudsene. His father is
Overkonduktor Lien, Heifjeldsbanen, Bergen.

As nothing was to be seen or heard of
the missing seaman, the lifeboats set sail and
steered for the African coast. At davbreak
two French aeroplanes were flying over our
boats, and it appears that they reported us
to the Patrol, for at about 830 a.m. of the
same day we were picked up and taken on
board by the British Patrol 8/8 »Atlantas
which landed us at Gibraltar on the following
day at about 10 a.m. (September 23rd). I
and the crew, congisting of 17 hands all told
were Kindly treated on hoard the Patrol stea-
mer, wihch after rescuing us. fell in with the
boat and crew of the Creek Steamship »Al-
kyon« which had been torpedoed about the
same time. Subsequently the same Patrol
steamer picked up five more of the erew of
the Greek steamer, who were found swim-
ming in the water, and from the information
given to me by the Master of the Alkyone
I learned that he understood the submarine
to be German.

I saw no submarine after the =John
Knudsen« was struck. With the exeeption
of the Certificate of Nationality, Tonnage
Certificate, Crew List, Bills of Lading, and
Bills of Health, nothing was saved from the
ship, owing to the short time we had to spare
before getting into the hoats.

We amrived at Gibraltar on the morning
of the 23rd SBeptember and were taken charge
of by the Acting Consul for Norway. Since
arrival at this port I have duly noted my pro-
test, copies of which are in possession of the
Consul, and have handed to the British Naval
Authoritisea signed statement of the occur-
from Captain Vedo with the assistance of se-
veral questions from the Aecting Consul and
from the Marine Expert, and no further in-
formation is fo be obtained from him. whereu-
pon his evidence i3 read over to him and
seknowledged and he iy allowed to retive.

‘Thereupon appear the following witnes-
ses: Chief Mate Alexander Falnags, Chief En-
gineer Daniel Danielsen, Donkeymand Rag-
nar Hansen. and Able Seaman Peder Elis
Petersen.

The witnesses are seriously exhorted to
speak the truth, the nature and solemnity of
their deelaration is represented to them, as
is likewise the nature of the civil punishment
they would bring upon themselves of in any
way they swerve from the truth, and they
are especially reminded that it is their duty
to coneeal nothing of any importance which
may have u bearing on the matter now under
discussion. They then retire with the excep-
tion of the First Witness:

Alexander Falnws who solemnly and
sincerely deelares as follows:

I 'am a native of Skudesnms, where I
was born on the 9th November 1892, I have
been to sea about ten years and hold a Mate's
certificate igsued to me in Stavanger in 1914,
I have been Chief Mate of the »John Knud-
sen« since May 26th 1917.

The Mate is now questioned regarding
the voyage on which the vessel was bound.
to all of which he replies in eonformity with
the Captain’s statement, and he further de-
clares that on the steamer leaving Cardiff,
she was not only in seaworthy, bat even in
excellent condition, for the due completion
of her intended voyage, and was provided
with more than the number of life-saving
boats rafts appliances &c¢ than are stipulated
by the  latest Maritime Laws of Norway.
Further, the boats were ready and swung
out over the side throughout the journey. and
they were well equipped and provisioned to
meet any emergency that might arise. More-
over the crew were well exercised in hoat
drill, the last occasion on which they were
tested being just as the vessel was leaving
Cardiff.

Being requested to give a coherent story
of the disaster. the witness proceeds as fol-
lows:

Nothing of particalar imporignce oeeur-
red until 3.15 a.m: onthe 2Znd instant, when
Dwas on wateh on the bridge: Falcon Light;
which then bore S.E’LS. by eompass. was
distant about 20 miles.  The weather wus
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fine, but no moon showing, and the sea calm,
with a light Easterly breeze prevailing, Pe-

der Petersen was on watech on the lookout

at the forecastle head, and Ingolf Jacobsen
was at the wheel. whilst Ragnar Hansen was
on duty in the Engine room.

1 was in the act of taking a bearing from
the compass, when I suddenly felt and heard
and explosion take place on the Starboard
side of the forepart of the ship. having recei-
ved no previous warning, either by sight or
sound, and the lookoutman having reported
nothing. This at once assured me that the
ship had been torpedoed. I immediately rang
down the engine-room to stop the engines,
and this order was at once complied with, 1
then ran to the port lifeboat, where the rest
of the port watch joined me, and we pro-
ceeded to lower same to the water in accord-
ance with my orders, In the meantime I could
hear water splashing on deek, and thiz con-
vineed me that no time was to he wasted.

Hereupon the Aeting Consul interposes
with o question as to whether the Mate could
swear that the explozion was the result of a
torpedo striking the ship. or whether it was
not possible for the vessel to have struck a
mine or & rock. but the Mate replies that
atlhough he cannot actually swear that it
was @ torpedo, he can assert that he felt
something strike the ship before the explosion
actually took place, and that this seems to
him the norinal effect which a torpedo would
convey.

The Mate resumes:

Fireman and sailors now came rushing
aft to the lifeboats, but some of the erew of
the Starboard boat took to the Port boat,
leaving only a few men to man the Starboard
boat. The reason for this was that the men
perceived that there was something wrong
with the tackle of the latter boat (this was
due to the faet that the force of the explo-
sion had thrown one of the axes of the Star-
hoard boat from its place) and they antici-
pated difficulty in safely lowering the boat.

When the port bost had been lowered.
we perceived that the »John Knudsen« was
going down by the head. and we shoved off
astern of the vessel so as 10 be clear of her
suction power when she eventually did siuk.

Howewer, while the steamer was yet
afloat, we were joined by the Starboard boat,
and we therefore compared the roll, where-
fore it appeared that the apprentice Lien was
missing.

In accordance with Captain Vedo's in-
structions we at once proceeded towards the
steamer, keeping a sharp lookout on the wa-
ter for the boy. but as we got within about a
ship's length of the vessel her boilers ex-
ploded and she immediately sank. We con-
tinued the search for about half and hour,
examining the wreckage &e on the water,
hnt without avail, and we were therefore
forced to the conclusion that the boy had
perished with the ship, and conseguently
abandoned the search.

Hereupon the Acting Consul interposes
with searching questions as to the responsibi-
lity for the boy’s death, with the result that
the Mate states as follows:

Although at the time it zeemed unbeliev-
able that anvbody could have slepr through
the din eaused hy the explosion il appears
that this must have heen the case. The two
lifeboats being so very iregulary manned
owing to the eause aforementtioned (the axe
missing from the Starboard hoat), it was not
casy in the darkness and confusion to ascer-
tain whether anybody wag missing. Neverth-
eless, I was well aware that all of the Port
wach were present and 1 was therefore fully
justified in ordering the port boat to be
shoved off from the ship’s side. The hoy
slept in the same compartinent as Ingolf Ja-
cobsen, who was at the time on the bridge
taking the wheel, and therefore nchody was
actually at hand tc wake him. The crew
in escaping from the ship were compelled to
pass by his compartment and ought certainly
to. have ascertained whether he was awake.
but from hearsay evidence he understands
that only one of them, Hans M. Hansen.
shewed any presence of wind by calling out
helow from the forecastle door if there were
any more to be saved. but appareutly he got
no response. He states that the urgeney of
the case was so extreme that the men had
not even time to get their elothes; if there
Liad been time he would certainly have taken
steps 1o see if all were clear of the ship. hut
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at the rate the boat was sinking this was
quite impossible, and sueh a conyse of action
would have involved very great risk to those
who might attempt suech procedure. At the
same time, it was his opinion when the boats
were being lowered that nobody was missing,
as the violenee of the shock and the neise
on board wonld have induced anyhody  to
believe that' all were” aronsed and :m.uv of
their danger.

From this point onwards, his statement
agrees with that of the Captain. Questioned
regarding a conversation which he had with
the Chief Officer of the Greek Steamship
‘Alkyon« on board the vescuing Putrol bost
I states that from this indivuduel he lemmt
that it was a German submarine 'that had at-
facked and sunk the oJohn Knudsens, and
that the same submavine had done likewm\
with the Greek Steamer »Alkyone.

The Master of the «John Knudseis iz
now confronted with the Mate’s statement.
i with véferance to the part which conserns
the complemants of the two hoats he states:

IIndoubtedly the Mate was in order in
allowing his boat to leave the s}‘niy..
complement was correct.  As far as his own
hoat was concerned. he was under the fm-
pression that all of his men who were not
aetually with him bad gone over to the Pori
hoat, ~md further that hiz time was fully
aceupied in muleuxnunng to luwvl the Star-
bosard hu it (he had Lad to co agin to the
Chart ropm for anorther axe), Moreover,
theie was nn«ldtihtc-(ll\ considerable danger
to anybody zoing forward, as for all anyhody
knew. the deck might have Deen npvnod ot
by the explosion, and thig could not have
llbell seen in the darkness, No liglits whate-
ver were on dwk this Deing in striet aeeor-
dance with instruetions received from the
Pritish Adwmiralty.

The Captain has no further remaiks Lo
make o econnection with the Mate's deposi-
tipn. amd. the latter is therefore recalled . to
continne  his. evidenve.. e has pothing to
add 1o his previous stulewents howeyer, nor
loes, exhaustive gquestioning by the. Acting
Consitl elicit aoyihing moere of bmportange
from him. He is thevefore allowed (o rotive.

Thereupon appears:

a8 s

- Daniel Danielsen who depeses as follows:

- I am ‘s native of Haugesund. where T was
born on Oectober 2nd 1882. 1 have been to
seaabont reventeen vears, and hold 'a First
Clasg Epigeer’s Certificate which was issued
o me at Hongesund in 1914, 1 have boen
(hief Engin‘ocr of the «Johin Knudsen« zince
May 25tk last.

l.equeswd to give his version  of the
cvent, he states that at the time of leaving
Cardiff and throughout the voyvage the eng-
ines were in Tivst elass workine condition.

At 215 a.m. on the 22nd instant he was
awakened from sleep by an explosion which
shook the ship. He was at the time not on
watch, the Donkeymand. who wag acting 'as
Third Engineer, being then attending to the
engines, He' at once rashed out of his bunk.
and on opening his' door heard the engines
stop.  He belonged to the Captain’s boat, and
made for same aceordingly without delay.,
hut on his arvival he found nobody there.
He therefore shouted for men to come and
help to lower the boat.  homediately after-
wards he was joined by the Master and two
more of the erew, mud they immediately pro-
ceeded with the task eof lowering the lifeboar.
The only thing wrong that he noticed was
that one of the lifebout axes was missing and
the captain at once went to get one from the
Cliartroom. =0 that thel lashings whiceh were
preventing the lifehoat being lowered might
he ent pway. This was suecesinlly accom-
plished, and when the hoat was in the water,
the Captain shouted bhack to the ship to call
anybody who might b on board, but no reply
wis received. . They then pullud away for
ahont a ship’s length =0 as to be out of the
ship's suetion as she was sinking.  We saw
the vessel sinkink fast by the head, and rowed
to the other side of the ship in search of the
port boat, which wag soon encountered.

The  Chief Engineer contines:

As soon as we met the other hoat, we
Liaiked her and enguived how many men ween
on board.  Reply was given, amnd on com;
pawing the mueber in onr hoat, we pereeived
that one man was missing, O hother en-
(uiry this tarned ouwt 10 be the apprentice
Lien. who had had wateh below, We there-
fore at once pulled about for at least half
an hour. examining the life rafts and the
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loose wreckage which was floating around, but
vonld we find no trace of the missing neun. and
we therefore set sail and steered for the Alri-
can  Cosst, At about daybreak 1 ohsepved
French aeroplanes above our boat: These
must have been in communication with a Pa-
trol, for shortly afterwards: we: were pickeid
up by the British Patrol Steamship. sAtlantas
which bronght ws to Gilivaltas, wheve we fans
ded on the following day at about 10 x.m..
after giving us excellent tréatment o hoard.

The Consul addresses several questiois
to the Deponent. who rveplies:

i am convineed that the fhip was struek
by a torpedo and not by the ship coming jnto
contact with a floating ming. A Ureek stea-
mer was also torpedoed in the same locality,
and the crew were alse picked up by the
same Patrol boat — it is therefore most likely
that he same submarine torpedoed both ships.
Neither | nor any other of the erew could
save onr effects owing to the urgeney of the
matter and the necessity for our leaving the
oJohn Knudsgen. with the very least delay.
Betore lowering the Starboard boat I shouted
for the hoat's complement to join her hut T
¢anuot say if all hands on board were sum-
moned o get inta the boats. 1 belive that
{he missing apprentice came to hiz death by
goig down in the ship, but at the same time
it seems almost impossible that anybody
could have slept through the noise and shock
of the explosion: If he did not so wake, he
must have been in an extraordinarily deep
sleep. In view of the rapidity with whieh
the ship was sinking, and the possibility of
damage having been done to the deek by
the explosion, I consider it wonld have been
foolhardy for anyvone to have attempted to
approach the door of the forecastle in order
to hail anybody who might still he asleep,
always bearving in mind that it seemed quite
inconeeivable that anyone could have slept
through the noise. . . ' '

further questioning by the Aecting Con-
sul fails 10 elicit any further information of
vamua‘ to the inquiry, and the Deponent is
thetfore allowed to retive. Thereupon appears
the Third Witness: by Rt e

Ragnar Hansen whe states!

He is a a native of Vexsjo in Sweden.

where e was bom on August  (6th 1892,
He has heen to sea for three years and has
ieen on hoard the »John Knudsens for nine
moliths @ Donkeyman, but for the whole of
that time he has been acting as Thivd Engi-
neetr, '
At 215 sunn on the morning of the 22nad
instant he was oiling the machinery, being
then on watchy when suddenly he fels and
heard nopuffled explosion and waker hegan
inngediately rushing through the engine room
skvlight. The telegraph from the bridge was
at the same time rung down to stop the engines:
and with this order he immediately complied.
in these few seconds the water in the euginé
parorn bzl yisen to hadf a foor above the floor.
First miaking sure that the fireman on duty
hack made his esecape from the stokehole, he
at onee san up on deck and made for the
port hifelioat. Finding same was already: i
{ite water ha caugt hold of the taekle and
fowared himself thereinto.

From this point onwarids his statement
poineides with the evidence already given,
which is gone through with the Deponent
point by point, but he has nothing te add
thereto, for dees Further guestioning by the
Acting Consul elicit anything: of importance
te the inguiry, He is therefore allowed: to
artire alter his evidence is read over to him
and acknowledged.

Now appears the fourth and last withess:

Peder Elis Petersen who solemnly and
stneervaly declares as follows:

I am a native of Lofoten, where I was
born on the 29th April 1891, 1 have been
1o sea since 1907 and have been employed
on board the »John Knudsen« as Able Sea-
man sinee May 22nd 1917.

I"rom 2.40 a.m. on the 22ud instant I was
lookoutman on the forecastle head, and at
about 3.15 a.am, [ perceived what 1 thought
Was 4 porpoise streaking on the Starboard
Bow about 4 hundred yards away. As1
(howght this to be a fish, T merely continued
iy wateh, and twmed my head immediately
e thie Port side of the ship. It must have
heen about thirty seconds from the time of
the fivst incident when I again looked at the
sume spot. Merely in continuation of my or-
dinary lonkott, and 1 then to my surprise saw
what | am certain was the conning tower of
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4 submarine just above the water; just at the
same moment, whilst [ was still examining it
to make certain hefore 1 gave the alarm. |
observed the track of a torpedo travelling
towards the ship. From the moment T first
cast my eve on to the conning tower till the
time the torpedo was fired could not have
heéen more than one second. and i therefore
had not time to give an alarm.

In reply to a question by the Consul.
witness states that he has excellent sight,
and he feels certain that no matter how keen
the sight of any lookoutman might have heen,
they could not have ohserved the submarina
hefore he did.

The next thing he knew was that the
torpedo exploded against the side of the ship,
and he observed a pillar of water mixed with
coals rising from No. 2 hateh. He immedia-
tely ran as fast as he could to the Port hoat
(his station) which he entered in order to see
whether the bottom cock was closed, and the
hoat was lowered.

From this point onward, he agrees in his
evidence with the foregoing statements, hut
in reply to the Consul he states:

Even if he had had time to give the alarm,
there would have been no time to alfer the
ship’s comrse s0 as to avoid the torpedo. —
the whole affair occupied no more than a
few seconds altogether,

Despite close questioning by the Acting
Consul no further evidence of importance
can be obtained from this witness. and he is
dismissed.

It now seems to the Acting Consul,
which opinion is endorsed by the Marine Ex-
pert and likewise hy the Captain, that no
further information is obtainable from {he
Crew, and that no good purpose would he
served hy examinig others, and therefore all
the deponenis are summoned together.

The witnesses are each given the oppor-
tunity of adding or retracting from their
statements. but all state that they have
nothing further to say in the matter, nor do
they wish to withdraw from any of their re-
marks,

The Acting Consul then draws their at-
tention to the fact that this preseut Decla-
ration does not absolye either the Master or

the other witnesses from their probable even-
tual obligation to swear on oath before a
competent Authority in Norway as to the
truth of their depositions, and the proceedings
then terminated . ‘

In' testimony whereof the undersigned
have hereunto set their hands. having fully
comprehended the proesedings and their im-
port this first day of October 1917,

doln Hansen Vedo,
Master.

Alexander Falnes,
Chief Mate.

Daniel Danielsen,
Chief Engineer,

Ragnar Hansson.
Donkeyman.

A. Kahr,
Expert & TInterpreter.

Peder Elis Petersen.
Able Seaman,

Before me. on the day and vear ahove
stated,

George A, Prescott,
Acting Congul.

These are to certify that the foregoing
documens comprise 2 true and correct dupli-
cat of the original Maritime Declaration re-
corded in the archives of this Consulat in
connection with the loss at sea of the Nor-
wegian Steamship sJohn Knudsens of Hau-
gesund, by reason of having been torpedoed
and sunk by a submarine during the pro-
secution of a voyage from Cardiff to Oran
with a cargo of coal and patent fuel.

Given at the Royal Norwegian Consulate
at Gibraltar this first day of October 1917.

George A. Prescott,
Acting Cansul,

D/S sLeka: (M. K. D. V) av Kristiania,

Regton bro 1845, last jernmalm, odelagt 24de
aptember 1917 paa reise fra Santander til Sunder-
land,  Omkommet: 17 mand. ;

Aar 1917 den 2nd October afholdtes
efter berammelse sjoforklaring paa det nor-
ske vieekonsulat i Grimsby i anledning damp-
skib »Lekass senkning under reise fra San-.
tander til Sunderland. Forretningen besty-
redes af vieekonsul H, Haagensen, Som hi-




